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WESTCHESTER CHILDREN’S ASSOCIATION

WCA'S 19™ ANNUAL ADVOCACY BREAKFAST

Advocacy in a
Time of Change

The Westchester Children’s Association (WCA) celebrated
another milestone on Tuesday, October 21, 2025 with its
19th Annual Kathryn Wasserman Davis Child Advocacy
Breakfast. The event brought together more than 130
community leaders, advocates, and supporters to reflect
on the power of advocacy and recommit to improving the
lives of children and families across Westchester County.

A Morning of Purpose and Connection

In his opening remarks, Adam Rabinovitch, WCA's new
Executive Director, welcomed attendees and expressed
gratitude to the organization'’s many partners and
supporters.

“I'm honored to serve as the proud new Executive
Director of the Westchester Children's Association,”
Rabinovitch shared. “For more than a century, WCA has
been a fierce advocate for young people — not just in
this county, but across New York State and beyond. How
we advocate defines who we are: We Connect. We Act.
We Educate. We Inspire.”

Rabinovitch extended special recognition to the event's
sponsors — AT&T, Westchester Medical Center’s Maria
Fareri Children’s Hospital, White Plains Hospital, and
the Westchester County Board of Legislators — as
well as local government officials in attendance, including
State Senator Shelley Mayer, Assemblyman Steve
Otis, Westchester Count Legislators: Nancy Barr, Jewel
Williams Johnson, Judah Holstein, David Imamura, &
Catherine Parker.

Honoring a Beloved Leader

Before turning to the morning's keynote, WCA paused
to honor the memory of Maris Krasnow, a long-serving
WCA Board Member, educator, and advocate for children
who passed away earlier this month.

Board Members Jody Greenbaum and Ann Umemoto
shared heartfelt reflections on Krasnow's remarkable
legacy. “Maris was a true believer in children — in equity,
in access, and in the power of advocacy,” said Greenbaum.
“She inspired generations of educators and was a tireless
(article continues on page 5)champion for young people.

Ensuring every child is healthy, safe, and prepared for life’s challenges regardless of race or zip code.
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Getting to Know Adam Rabinovitch, Westchester
Children’s Association's New Executive Director

The Westchester Children’s Association (WCA) has welcomed a new leader!
Adam Rabinovitch joined WCA this summer as Executive Director, bringing
with him decades of private sector and nonprofit experience along with a deep
commitment to ensuring that every child in Westchester has the opportunity to
thrive - regardless of race or zip code. We sat down with Adam to learn what
drew him to WCA and what inspires him as he begins this exciting new chapter.

B Adam, what brought you to the Westchester
Children’s Association?

I've always believed that advocacy can change lives.
Throughout my career, I've worked to give children and
families better access to opportunity and that's exactly
what WCA does. | am a Westchester kid. | was born in
Mount Kisco and grew up in Chappaqua. | learned early
in my career about the organization’s long history and
impact, | knew this was a place where | could help make
a real difference for all of Westchester’s kids.

Bl what stands out to you about WCA's mission?

WCA is unique because it looks at the big picture. We
use data, research, and strong community partnerships
to change systems, not just symptoms. The work we

do here affects thousands of children by shaping the
policies and programs that serve them. That kind of
impact is what excites me most.

new faces

@ WCA
- N

WCA welcomes
Saniyah Brinney as our
new Development and
Operations Associate!

Saniyah is a Westchester County native and

before joining the WCA team she worked in
communications on Capitol Hill prior to that she
gained professional experience here at home with
the City of Yonkers and the Westchester County
Board of Legislators, supporting community
programs, local initiatives, and public policy efforts.

Saniyah also holds a Bachelors of Political Science
from the University of New Haven and a Master's
in Integrated Marketing Communications from
Georgetown University. With a strong background
in communications, policy, and community engage-
ment, Saniyah is passionate about combining her
skills in communications, operations, and

advocacy to create meaningful impact for children
and families in Westchester.

[ whatare your top priorities as you begin
your tenure?

First, | am listening, learning and leading — with our
staff, board, community partners, and supporters. WCA
has such a strong foundation, and my goal is to build
on that by strengthening our advocacy in areas like
child poverty, affordable housing, and childcare. | also
want to connect more people to our work so they can
see how their support truly moves the needle for kids.

B collaboration has always been a hallmark
of WCA'’s work. How do you see partnerships
shaping the future?

We accomplish the most when we work together.
Whether it's schools, government agencies, other
local and national nonprofits, collaboration helps us
understand what families need and create actionable
solutions that last. I'm especially interested in
amplifying the voices of young people and parents -
they are the real experts in their own experiences.

B} what role do WCA's supporters and donors play
in achieving that vision?

They are absolutely vital. Advocacy takes time,
persistence, resources and patient capital - and our
donors make that possible. Every report we publish,
every meeting we have with policymakers, every

step we take to make Westchester a better place for
children — it all happens because of the people and
organizations who believe in our mission and invest in
it. Their support turns ideas into action.

B as you look ahead, what's your biggest hope for
WCA and for Westchester’s children?

My hope is that every child in Westchester grows up
with a sense of possibility that where they live doesn't
limit their potential. For WCA, | want us to continue
being that trusted voice for children, the one that
brings people together to make change happen. When
our community stands up for kids, incredible things
can and do happen.

As WCA enters this new era under Adam
Rabinovitch’s leadership, one thing remains
constant: our commitment to ensuring that
every child in Westchester has a fair and
equitable chance to succeed.
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The Peekskill
Youth
Bureau Civic
Engagement
cohort with
WOCA staff
members

Gabby Nanna,
Limarie Cabrera
and Angel Gray.

Youth Civic Engagement
Program Launched in Peekskill

With Support from the Westchester
Office of The New York Community Trust

The WCA team was thrilled to launch a new Civic
Engagement program in Peekskill, New York. This training
kicked off in October at the Peekskill Youth Bureau and
features aunique curriculum thatempowersyoung people
to become future voters, advocates, and community
leaders by helping them understand how government
works, identify civic barriers, and learn how to use data for
effective advocacy. The program was funded by a grant
from the Westchester office of The New York Community
Trust (The Trust-Westchester), awarded in July 2025.

Through a series of interactive workshops, WCA is working
directly with youth to explore how power structures
shape communities and how young people can play a
role in improving them. The Peekskill workshop marks
the official launch of the program, with sessions designed
to engage high school participants in learning about local
government, policy, and community action.

“The goal is to ensure young people see themselves not
just as future leaders, but as current stakeholders in the
decisions that affect their lives,” said Adam Rabinovitch,
Executive Director of WCA. “The support from The

in memory of €/5 Maris Krasnow &9

WCA lost a remarkable leader, Maris Krasnow, in September. She served on our Board of
Directors for 21 years, demonstrating her life-long dedication to child development and

education.

Before becoming a Professor at New York University, she worked as a teacher in some of
the toughest neighborhoods in New York City. At NYU, she was the founding director of
the Early Childhood Teaching and Learning program, inspiring hundreds of teachers.

WCA was transformed by Maris' passionate fight for equity and access. We will miss her
deeply, not only because she worked so diligently, but because she was a true advocate

for meeting the needs of ALL children.

Trust-Westchester allows us to bring this model to
communities like Peekskill, where youth have shown
incredible enthusiasm for shaping the future of their city
and county.”

“We are proud to support WCA's work in Peekskill,”
said Lauren Perkins, Program Director, The Trust-
Westchester. “Through our focus on youth civic
engagement projects in Westchester, our hope is that
young people see themselves as civic leaders, understand
that their voices matter, and are set up for a lifetime of
civic engagement.”

The first cohort of the Civic Engagement training
concluded on October 15. Feedback from the students
was overwhelmingly positive, and Tuesday McDonald,
Executive Director of the Peekskill Youth Bureau,
shared her appreciation:

“We wish to express our gratitude for selecting us for
your vital advocacy program. We are truly honored by this
opportunity. The six hours of training in advocacy and civics
you facilitated were extremely engaging and equipped
our youth with practical skills for civic participation. This
partnership is a powerful validation of our work, and we
are already working with our scholars to put the new skills
taught into practice.”

In the spring, the next cohort of students in Peekskill
will participate in the training, which will be conducted
at Peekskill High School through a partnership with the
Peekskill School District.
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3 WCA's 2026 Campaign for Kids Budget Priorities

At Westchester Children’s Association (WCA), advocacy is more than raising
awareness — it means taking concrete action to ensure every child in Westchester

Through our Campaign for

CAMPAIGN
Kids Coalition, which unites

(s
O
L
more than 40 organizations

working to improve outcomes for young people, we are
proud to share our 2026 Westchester County Budget
Recommendations. These priorities reflect a shared
commitment to reducing child poverty, ending youth
homelessness, and expanding accesstothe opportunities
all children need to reach their full potential. The
relaunch of the Campaign for Kids underscores the
collective power of local service providers, youth-serving
organizations, and families in advocating for meaningful

has the opportunity to thrive.

policy changes that will strengthen Westchester's
children and families for generations to come.

Our recommendations are grounded in real stories and
data from communities across the County. Through
WCA's Poverty Pulse, we hear directly from frontline
providers about growing needs — from food insecurity
to housing instability to families struggling to access
basics such as diapers and transportation.

WCA's Parent Empowerment Groups echo these realities,
with parents sharing firsthand how difficult it can be to
advocatefortheir children while managing stress, unstable
housing, and the pressure of meeting basic needs.

OUR 2026 WESTCHESTER COUNTY BUDGET RECOMMENDATIONS

Invest in Kids

Maintain funding for community-based youth
development programs by ensuring sustained funding
for all Invest in Kids initiatives. These programs

are essential for safeguarding children and youth,
supporting working families, and fostering academic
success. In today's climate of rapid change and
uncertainty, these initiatives provide critical stability and
strengthen connections that promote the overall well-
being of children across Westchester County.

Child Poverty

Addressing child poverty is essential to ensure every
child has access to food, shelter, clothing, and other
basic needs for a brighter future. By raising awareness
and advocating for effective policies and resources, we
can help break the cycle of poverty and build a more
equitable, inclusive, and resilient Westchester for all
children and families.

m Increase funding to County departments and
partner agencies that address essential needs
such as housing, nutrition, and clothing, while
enhancing public awareness of eligibility and access
to these services.

Child and Youth Homelessness and
Affordable Housing

Homelessness, particularly for youth living in doubled-
or tripled-up housing, creates hidden barriers to vital
services. These unstable living conditions disrupt
education, strain mental health, and threaten long-term
stability, making targeted supports and interventions
critical for affected children and families.

m Increase investments in affordable housing and
homelessness prevention programs to ensure every
child and youth has a safe, stable home.

m Expand Westchester County’s definition of

homelessness to include standards for “adequate,”
“safe,” and “secure” housing, ensuring that more
children, youth and families, especially those living in
doubled-or-tripled-up housing qualify for support.

m Maintain funding for the Westchester County Office
of Housing Counsel at $4 million to ensure the
continued implementation of the Access to Counsel
legislation.

Early Childhood Supports

Access to affordable, high-quality early childhood
programs remains uneven across Westchester County,
leaving many families without the resources they need
during a child's most critical developmental years.
Strategic investments in childcare and early learning
strengthens families and ensures all children in the
county have a strong start to reach their full potential.

m Maintain flat funding for Westchester Works Child
Care Scholarship, totaling $3.3 million, to support
the over 500 children who use the child care
supplement.

Youth Well-Being

Supporting youth well-being means investing in
programs that nurture both physical and mental health
while fostering social-emotional growth. Accessible,
high-quality youth services empower young people to
thrive, build resilience, and develop the skills needed
for lifelong success.

m Allocate funding to Westchester Children’s
Association to continue and grow youth mental
health advocacy in the County through data
publications and an annual Mental Health
Roundtable.

m Maintain funding for Early Steps Forward to expand
access to children’'s mental health and well-being
services.
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At left: Gabby Nanna, Nora Nicholson, Adam Rabinovitch, Damali Peterman, Limarie Cabrera, and

Angel Gray.

ADVOCACY IN A TIME OF CHANGE (continued from page 1)

WCA will miss not just her hard work, but her heart.”
The room observed a moment of silence in her memory,
offering healing thoughts to her family and friends.

Keynote: “Advocacy in a Time of Change”

The centerpiece of the morning was a powerful
keynote address by Damali Peterman, Esq., CEO of
Breakthrough ADR. A lawyer, mediator, author, and
conflict resolution expert, Peterman delivered a timely
message titled Advocacy in a Time of Change.

Drawing on her experience advising global organizations
and community leaders, Peterman urged the audience
to act boldly in the face of uncertainty. Using her
VOICE framework — Vision, Opportunity, Influence,
Community, and Equity — she illustrated how each
element can guide effective advocacy.

“Our children cannot wait for stability to return,” Peterman
said. “They need us to be their VOICE — to ensure that
every child in Westchester is not just seen but supported,
not just surviving but thriving.”

She shared stories of parents, students, and community
partners who turned disruption into progress, highlighting
how advocacy, when rooted in persistence and compassion,
can transform lives.

A Call to Action

Following the keynote, Angel of WCA closed the program
by reinforcing the morning's message: advocacy must
move beyond awareness and into action.

“Vision is where it starts,” Angel said. “Opportunity turns
vision into reality. Influence reminds us that every voice
matters. Community is our foundation. And equity is our
promise — that where a child is born will not determine
the limits of their future.”

She urged attendees to take concrete steps to advance
WCA's mission, from testifying at local budget hearings
and sharing WCA reports and data, to supporting
policies that strengthen families and protect children’s
well-being.

“Advocacy doesn't end when we leave this breakfast,”
she concluded. “It continues in our workplaces, our
communities, and our conversations. Together, we can be
the VOICE our children need. Together, we can ensure that
every child in Westchester is not just seen, but supported
— not just surviving, but thriving.”

Continuing the Legacy

As attendees left inspired, the message of the morning
was clear: in times of uncertainty, advocacy is not optional
— it's essential. Through collective action and a shared
commitment to equity, WCA and its partners continue to
honor the legacy of Kathryn Wasserman Davis and all
those who have championed children’s rights for over a
century.

We are grateful for the support of the sponsors of this
event AT&T, Westchester Medical Center Maria Ferrari's
Children’s Hospital, and White Plains Hospital.
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R Sl Stand Up for Kids This Season!
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Help WCA continue to keep children
at the top of the public agenda as
we fight for all children regardless
their race and zip code.

Every dollar you donate is used to advocate

for policy changes that protect children. In the

coming year, our focus will be on:

B To cut child poverty in half by 2032

B Protecting the social safety net programs
that children and families rely on for food
and security

B Ensuring access to adequate, safe, and

stable housing

Eﬂd_ren_"g 2024 Impact Report

Donate Today!

To view or download

the WCA 2024 report, go to o [ Scan this QR code or make a donation at
wca4kids.org/financial-reports ckms | wcadkids.org/donate
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