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Dear Friends,

As we reflect on the past year, we are filled with immense pride and gratitude for the 
milestones achieved and the impact made by the Westchester Children’s Association (WCA) 
in 2023. Our commitment to advocating for the children and youth of Westchester County 
remains unwavering, and our collective efforts have continued to bring about positive change 
in our community.

2023 was a pivotal year for our advocacy initiatives. Our educational efforts on social and 
emotional challenges young people face in Westchester resulted in increased funding for 
mental health services. Our collaboration with local policymakers led to the implementation 
of new policies aimed at reducing juvenile incarceration rates and promoting restorative 
justice practices. These policies are already showing promising results, with a noticeable 
decrease in youth detentions and an increase in community-based interventions.  

Our annual Advocacy Breakfast featured Edward Fergus of Rutgers University who 
focused attention on the intersection of policy and advocacy in classrooms.   
He challenged us to confront our biases and prejudices so we can understand how  
young people are affected, especially those who are often overlooked and marginalized.

Data-driven decision-making has always been a cornerstone of our approach. In 2023,  
we published our signature Children by the Numbers publication highlighting the state 
of child well-being in Westchester County. This report has been instrumental in guiding our 
advocacy efforts and has provided valuable insights for our partners and policymakers. Our 
commitment to transparency and accountability ensures that our work remains focused on 
the most pressing needs of our community.

None of this would be possible without the unwavering support of our donors, volunteers, 
and community partners. Your generosity and dedication fuel our mission and inspire us 
to strive for excellence every day. We extend our heartfelt thanks to each of you for your 
continued support and belief in the work we do.

Together, we are making a difference in the lives of Westchester’s children.  
Thank you for being a part of this journey with us.

Sincerely,

Ann Umemoto, WCA Board President
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Our Vision 
Every child healthy, safe, and prepared for life’s 
challenges regardless of race or zip code

Our Mission 
To identify children’s needs, make those needs known, 
and see that they are met

Our Work 
We turn data into knowledge, build a shared agenda, 
and mobilize for change
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123 
Attendees at our 
Annual Advocacy 

Breakfast

267 
Youth reached during 

civic engagement 
trainings

380 
Landlord-tenant cases 

observed via  
Court Watcher Program

100+ 
attended the  
Youth Justice  

Rally 

2 
Key pieces of  

legislation passed:  
Access to Counsel +  

Clean Slate NY

945 
Advocacy 

Alerts 
Sent

2023 Highlights
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2023 Advocacy Update

ISSUES SUMMARY ACTION

Child Poverty Raising awareness and 
advocating for policies to 
alleviate child poverty 
are essential for ensuring 
every child has access 
to necessities and 
opportunities.

WCA as member of Child 
Poverty Reduction Advisory 
Council advanced policies 
on housing, tax policy, 
employment/wages, and public 
benefits to support low-income 
households.

Child & Youth 
Homelessness 

Unstable housing and 
homelessness put 
Westchester’s children at 
risk of developmental delays 
and health issues, making it 
crucial to connect families 
to resources that ensure 
housing safety and stability.

WCA launched a court-
watching program to 
understand eviction 
proceedings and guide our 
advocacy efforts to prevent 
homelessness.  Successfully 
advocated for county passage 
of “Right to Counsel.”

Early  
Childhood 
Support

Investing in early childhood 
support is essential for 
lifelong health and success, 
laying the foundation for 
growth and school readiness. 

WCA was sought after to 
convene first-ever Head 
Start workgroup to identify 
challenges in local programs, 
including space logistics, 
declining enrollment barriers 
and staffing issues.
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2023 Advocacy Update

ISSUES SUMMARY ACTION

Youth  
Well-Being 

Promoting youth well-being 
is central to WCA’s mission, 
with research linking healthy 
emotional development to 
lifelong cognitive and social 
skills. 

WCA hosted our inaugural 
Commissioners’ 
Conversation to hear county 
government leaders discuss 
how their departments are 
improving outcomes for 
Westchester’s children. 

Youth Justice Advocating for youth 
justice and investing in 
preventative measures 
supports fair treatment, 
reduces recidivism, and  
fosters safer communities. 

WCA’s Make Some Noise 
Youth Justice Rally educated 
attendees on pending NY 
State bills aimed at disrupting 
the school-to-prison pipeline 
and reducing criminal justice 
contact.

KEEP UP TO DATE ON ISSUES

Sign up for emails by completing the form at wca4kids.org/subcribe
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2023 Financial  Profile

A copy of the complete audited financial statement is available on the WCA website wca4kids.org. It may also be requested from WCA or the New York State Attorney General, Office of Charities 
Registration, 120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271. Go to wca4kids.org/about-wca/financials/

In 2023, WCA experienced an increase in net assets in the amount of $244,007. As of December 31, 2023, WCA had net assets  
(assets minus liabilities) of $2,363,618 and unrestricted net assets of $599,988.

29% 
Other

Grants 
$282,000

26% 
Income from 
Investments
$254,551

16%
Government Grants 

$157,000

65%
Program
$472,883

29%
Contributions

$275,405

18%
Fundraising 

$132,485 

17%
Management 

$119,581

Total  
Revenue
$968,956

Total  
Expenses
$724,949
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Thank you to our generous donors!
We are deeply  
grateful to all our 
donors who make  
our work possible. 

Special thanks 
to those who are 
enrolled in our 
monthly giving 
program:  
Defenders  
for Children.

If you would like to 
learn more about  
how you can become 
a defender for 
children, contact us  
at wca@wca4kids.org 
or 914.946.7676.

914Cares
Abbott House
Joseph & Sophia Abeles 

Foundation
Peter Acker
Dana Adnopoz
Ellen and Steve Adnopoz
Audrey Akin
Leslie Akst
Catherine and  

Stephen Alexander
Fran and David Alexander
Elizabeth Almonte
Alys Sinclair Carreau 

Memorial Fund
Amazon Smile
Joanne Amorosi and 

Martin Ketels

Kathleen Andersen
Andrus Children’s Center
Julia and Robert Anello
Anne Anastasi Charitable 

Foundation
Ellen Anthonisen
Margery Arsham
Simon Baker
Andrew Bell
Idie Benjamin
Elinor Berlin
David Bernacchia
Robert J. Berson
Karl Bertrand
Valerie Best
Caroline Birenbaum
Deborah Blatt
Karen Blumenthal
Adrianne Bonifacio
Scott Bookner
Jane Boutet
Corinne Brady
Mary Jo Bramson
Cheryl Brannan
Joshua and Heather 

Brumberg
Helen and Ted Buerger
Donna Burr
Limarie Cabrera
Barbara Callahan
Deborah Campbell  

Marsh, MD
Cantor Fitzgerald  

Relief Fund
Julie Carran
Wendy Carrus
Carvel Foundation
Laurel Cates
Lisa Catucci Manning

Child Care Council of 
Westchester

Natalie Christian
Eloise Clark
Debra Clay
Andrea Harris Cohen
Susie Cohen
Liz Corio
Susan M. Coupey, MD
Constance Curran
Mary D’Amico
Deerfield Resources LLC
Albert and Carol Dold
Catherine Draper
Elias Foundation
Margot T. Elkin
Linda Ellis
Hans Elsevier
Events + PR to 

Remember
Executive Association
Luisa Fairborne
Karen Faust Baer
Carol Feldman
JoAnne Ferrara
Renee Fogarty
Myrna Forney
Tara Framer
Evelyn R. Frankford
Angela Freeman
Jeanine Friedman
Friends of Amy Paulin
Friends of the White 

Plains Youth Bureau
The Frog Rock 

Foundation
Rosalie Halsey Frost
Kelli Galloway
Jorge and Patti Garayta

Marilyn Gee
Lauren Generette
Michael Gewitz
Vincent and Sally Gianatasio
Elisabeth Gilbert
Stephen Godin
Geraldine Goldberg
Anthony and  

Leslie Goldsmith
Donald Goldsmith
Bruce Gordon
Thelma Gordon
Douglas C. Gould
Shelley Gray
The Greater Hudson Valley 

(NY) Chapter Links 
Incorporated

Jody and Allen Greenbaum
Cora Greenberg
Carey E. Gross, MD
Diane Gross
Janet J. Gutterman Esq.
Sue Y. Hahm
Kathleen Halas
Vernon Hamilton
Harding Foundation
Lottie Harris
Harry PR
Tenley-Ann and  

Howard Hawkins III
Lorna Hawthorne
Harriet G. Heineman
Karen and Peter Herrero
Susan and Elliott Hershman
Peter Hess
Jenny Higgons
Allison Hoey
Lynne Hoffman
Helen Hostin

2023 
ADVOCACY 
BREAKFAST

THE COMMISIONERS’ 
CONVERSATION
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Hudson Road  
Foundation Inc.

Hudson Valley Credit Union
Cheryl Hunter-Grant
Impact Advancement
Alexander Ingram
Rosalie Jackson
The Jandon Foundation
Susan Johnson
Rosalthea M. Judd 

Charitable Trust
Judy Katz
Eugene Kava
Iris H. Kazin
Jo Kellman
Leona Kern
Valerie Kibrick Ryan
Alison Kibrick
Keiko Kimball Gouty
Kerry King
Karen Loucks Klein
The Ruth and Seymour Klein 

Foundation Inc.
Michele Kling
Kopp-Anello Family Fund
Joel and Dana Kramer
Fallyn Krasnow
Maris Krasnow Ed.D.,  

and Jesse Krasnow
Robert Krasnow
Thomas M. Kyle
Allison and Terence Lake
Sahara Lake
Cynthia Parker Landis
Karyn Lee
Legal Services of the 

Hudson Valley
Rochelle Leiber-Miller
Amy Levere

Susan Liu
Katherine S.  

Lobach Kaufman
Martha Lowery
Laura Lustbader
Diane Maass
Jennifer and  

Patrick F. Maloney, MD
Michele Marsh
The V&L Marx Foundation
Theresa Mastrianni
Wanda Matthews
Senator Shelley Mayer
Fraser M. McKee
Jennifer Mebes Flagg
Mental Health Association 

of Westchester
Daitasha Miller
Mark H. Minter
Doretta Miraglia
Patrick Monninger
Dorothy Moore
Linda Morey
Candace Morris
Michael J. Moss
Mount Vernon  

Federation of Teachers
Louise De Vel Muller
Marcia J. Nackenson, MD
NAMI Westchester
Gabriella Nanna
Barney and Carrie Newman
The New York  

Community Trust
Norwalk Public Schools
Nonprofit Westchester
Shannon O’Brien
Open Door Family  

Medical Center

Margery and Larry Orell
Margaret O’Sullivan
Bella Pace
Andrea Parada
Park Avenue School
Paige Parks
Partnership for  

America’s Children
Alison Paul
John Payne
PCSB Community 

Foundation
Peekskill Youth Bureau
PepsiCo Foundation
Dominick and  

Jennifer Petramale
Katherine Pfeifer
Elizabeth S. Pforzheimer
Pilzer Foundation Inc.
Rosemarie Pinotti
Port Chester Carver Center
Andrew and Andrea Potash
Josh Prywes
Deborah Lunan Quarless
Lucila Quintana
Jeanne and David Radvany
Barbara and John Ramsdell
Gustav Rech
Lynn Reichgott
Mitchell A. Reuben, MD
June Rickles
Rachel Rickles
Judith Rieger
Merritt Ringer
John Rizzolo
The Robin Hood Foundation
Rockland Community 

Foundation
Seth and Joan Rosen

Thank you to our generous donors!
Diane Rosenthal
Mathilde Rothwell
Gail Rubenstein Sider
Martin Rudow
Kenneth and Judith Sagat
Becky Samberg
Sam’s of Gedney Way
Paula and Paul  

Santa-Donato
Harriet Hawes Savage
Barbara W. Schwarz
Joan Seipel
Susan Sekulow
Deirdre Sferrazza
Mary Lou Sgro
Michael and Helene Shapiro
Shmerler Foundation Inc.
Francine Shorts
Jeffrey and Sharon Silver
Ann Rose Simon, LCSW
Norma Simon
Terri Simon
Stuart Sinclair
Sister to Sister  

International, Inc.
Susan Smidinger Brown
Suzanne J. Smith
Merril Sobie
Donna D. Soldwedel
Joan Solimine
Southern  

Westchester BOCES
Spencer-Adams Inc.
John V. Spilsbury
Spiral Giving
Karen St. Vil
The STEM Alliance
Sarah Stern
Evelyn Michelson Stock

MEETING WITH ELECTEDS

YOUTH JUSTICE RALLY
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We made every effort to ensure this list accurately reflects all  
2023 donors. If your name has been omitted or misprinted, please 
accept our sincere apologies and notify us at wca@wca4kids.org 
or 914.946.7676. 

Let’s work together to help 
Westchester’s children thrive! 

Give monthly and become a  
WCA Defender for Children 

wca4kids.org/monthly-donor

Pamela Dwyer Stockton
Strypemonde Foundation
Student Advocacy
Marilyn Tawfik
Oren Teicher
Gail P. Telerico
Alice J. Tenney and  

Budd Wiesenberg
Beryl Thomas
Anne Torell
The Tow Foundation Inc.
Patricia Trainor
Yukiko Ann Umemoto and 

Richard Younge, MD
Drusilla van Hengel
Alexis Ventre
Nivia Viera
Volunteer New York!
Michael Von Essen
Harry and Karen Waizer
Walters and Mason Retail Inc.
Allaire Warner
Elizabeth A. Warner
Janet Warwick
Gloriana Waters
Kalifa Waugh
Wegman’s
Kate and Seymour Weingarten
Adrienne Weiss-Harrison, MD, 

and Andrew M. Harrison
Greg Werlinich
Westchester County  

Board of Legislators
Westchester County Dept of 

Community Mental Health
Westchester County  

Department of Probation
Westchester County 

Government

Westchester Library System
Westchester Jewish  

Community Services
Westhab Inc.
Sonia Whelan
White Plains Library Foundation
White Plains Youth Bureau
Patricia D. White
Annette Wilcox
Arlene Wilcox
Carmel Wilcox
Jewel Williams Johnson
Helen Williams
Robin and Bryan Williams

Thank you to our generous donors! THE COMEUPPANCE

Amy Wolfson
Women’s Society of Briarcliff 

Congregational Church
Germaine Wong
Lorraine Wong
Laurel Worm
Martha Yergeau
Sarah Yergeau
Yonkers Partners in 

Education
Youth Shelter Program  

of Westchester
Connie and Art Zuckerman

PASSAGE OF THE  
ACCESS TO COUNSEL 
LEGISLATION
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(Lists of Board of Directors and Staff as of Sept 2024)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Maris H. Krasnow, EdD, Chair
Ann Umemoto, President
Ellen Adnopoz, Vice President
Jody Greenbaum, Vice President
Harry Waizer, Treasurer
Kerry King, Secretary

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Joanne Amorosi
Kelli Galloway 
Stephen Godin 
Karen Herrero 
Bob Knight 
Robert E. Mayes
Dominick Petramale
Vanessa Kaye Watson
Robin Williams 

STAFF
Allison Lake, Executive Director
Limarie Cabrera, Director of Data, Operations and Finance
Nora Nicholson, Director of External Affairs
Angel Gray, Program and Policy Manager
Ryan Arecco, Development and Operations Associate
Gabriella Nanna, Program & Policy Associate

HOW TO SUPPORT WCA

GIVE
Become a monthly supporter, leave a legacy gift,  
or make a single gift at wca4kids.org/donate

STAY IN TOUCH
Keep up to date on issues affecting Westchester’s 
children and youth, by completing the form at  
wca4kids.org/subscribe

SPREAD THE WORD
When you share social media posts, forward  
a petition to friends, or invite someone to a  
WCA event, you’re helping us make sure that  
our children’s needs are met. Tag us @wca4kids.

WESTCHESTER CHILDREN’S ASSOCIATION
470 Mamaroneck Avenue White Plains, NY 10605
wca4kids.org   |   wca@wca4kids.org  |  914.946-7676


