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Dear Friends of WCA, 

Westchester Children’s Association (WCA) remains the voice for our children.
Recent efforts have focused on rebuilding the mental resilience of our children and
creating long-lasting solutions to persistent issues of youth justice and housing for
families. 

In partnership with Pace University, WCA conducted a second survey of
Westchester parent's digital access. Findings suggest digital inequity remains
present for families of low socio-economic backgrounds and those of LatinX origin. 

WCA unveiled the Hope Quilt project, bringing community awareness to
assistance needed by young families with children zero to 5.   Quilt squares
designed by children and adult volunteers were sewn together by the Village
Squares Quilters. 

Our annual Advocacy Breakfast was back in-person. Lecturer Kira Hudson Banks,
PhD, co-founder of the Institute for Healing Justice and Equity and Professor of
Psychology at St. Louis University talked about the need for increased mental
health supports as part of educational equity. 

Executive Director Allison Lake was appointed by Gov. Hochul to serve on the New
York State Child Poverty Reduction Advisory Council where she participates in
statewide advocacy  to reduce child poverty by 50% over the next ten years. 

Last year we did all of this and much more. Your support is critical to our success,
and we are grateful for your donations and involvement. 

Sincerely,

Ann Umemoto
WCA Board President
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Our Vision
   Every child healthy, safe, and prepared for life’s 
   challenges regardless of race or zip code 

Our Mission
   To identify children’s needs, make those needs 
   known, and see that they are met

Our Work
   We turn data into knowledge, build a shared    
   agenda, and mobilize for change
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127
Attendees at 
our annual 
Advocacy 
Breakfast 

1
Appointment to the 

state﻿wide Child Poverty
Reduction Advisory Council

by the Governor

511
Responses 

to our 
Digital Access 

Survey 

3
Incredible 
honorees 

at our 
2022 Benefit

16
Community

presentations 
by 

WCA staff

8
Hope Quilts 

from thousands 
of community 

squares

2022 Highlights Click on a highlight to connect to more information
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ISSUES SUMMARY ACTION

Child Poverty Child poverty remains an
issue in Westcher and
throughout New York
State. Data indicates that
the ever-increasing cost
of living is hard on many
Westchester families.

WCA's Executive Director, Allison
Lake, has been selected as one of
the inaugural members of New
York State’s Child Poverty
Reduction Advisory Council by
Governor Kathy Hochul. The
council aims to cut New York's
child poverty rate by 50%.

Child & Youth
Homelessness

Unstable housing and
homelessness put
children and youth at risk
of challenges,
developmental delays, and
enduring health and
behavioral issues.

WCA engaged in discussions with
policymakers to expand the
county's definition, policies and
benchmarks for assisting families
facing homelessness. WCA also
secured funding to begin a new
eviction court watching initiative.

Early
Childhood
Supports &
Home Visiting

Vulnerable families
throughout Westchester
often have limited access
to early childhood
supports. WCA undertook
the year-long Hope Quilt
Project to emphasize the
need for increased funding
and accessibility of home
visiting programs,
promoting the wellbeing
of infants and children.

Fabric collected from the
community was sewn into eight
Hope Quilts, highlighting the
importance of home visiting
programs. With this project, WCA
garnered the support of the
Westchester Board of
Legislators and County
Executive Latimer, as well as
coverage by News12. We are
grateful for the time and
craftsmanship of Village Squares
in sewing these quilts for us.

2022 Advocacy Update
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ISSUES SUMMARY ACTION

Youth Justice New York State’s
education system
currently relies heavily on
suspensions to address
student issues and
behavior challenges.
Solutions Not
Suspensions (SNS)
advocates for alternative
approaches that don’t
harm the student's well-
being and learning.

WCA and state partners made
headway with Albany “Lobby
Day” on the Solutions Not
Suspensions (SNS) bill, which
would require alternative
approaches that do not harm the
students' well-being and learning. 

Civic
Engagement

WCA's Advocacy 101
Training consists of
collaborative sessions that
lead youth and caregivers
across Westchester in skill
development,
empowering them to
amplify their voices
within their local
communities and beyond.

WCA collaborated with Sister to
Sister International and Family
Ties of Westchester to provide
Advocacy 101 Trainings to
caregivers of system-involved
youth, empowering them to
understand legislation, voice
opinions, and strategize for
community impact. 

2022 Advocacy Update
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Financial  Profile for 2022

A copy of the complete audited financial statement is available on the WCA website wca4kids.org. It may also be  
requested from WCA or the New York State Attorney General, Office of Charities Registration, 120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271. 
Go to https://wca4kids.org/about-wca/financials/

In 2022, WCA experienced a decrease in net assets in the amount of $297,295.  Much of this change can be attributed to endow-
ment investment losses totalling $235,792.  As of December 31, 2022, WCA had net assets (assets minus liabilities) of $2,119,611 and 
unrestricted assets of $455,391.

17% Fundrais-
ing

$119,629

17% 
Management

$126,626

66% 
Program
$474,787

Total Ex-
penses 

$721,042

20% Govern-
ment Grants

$128,767

3% Other 
Income
$21,220

22% 
Special
Events

$146,855

26% 
Grant Revenue

$174,000

29% 
Contributions 
$188,697

Total  
Revenue 
$659,539*

*Total Operating 
Income excludes loss 
from investments 
of $235,792. Other 
income includes do-
nated services in the 
amount of $11,940.
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Thank you to our generous donors!
We are deeply grateful 
to all our donors 
who make our work 
possible. 

Special thanks to 
those who are enrolled 
in our monthly giving 
program: Defenders  
for Children.

If you would like to 
learn more about  
how you can become 
a defender for 
children, contact us  
at wca@wca4kids.org 
or 914.946.7676.

Abbott House
Joseph & Sophia 

Abeles Foundation
Peter Acker
Dana Adnopoz
Ellen and Steve Adnopoz
Kara Adnopoz
African American Men  

of Westchester, Inc.
Leslie Akst
Liz Alderman
Stephen and Catherine 

Alexander
Fran and David Alexander
Rebecca Amdursky
Joanne Amorosi and  

Martin Ketels
Anne Anastasi Charitable 

Foundation
Kathleen Andersen
Farrin Anello and 

Dr. Robert Kopp
Robert and Julie Anello
Ellen Anthonisen
Ramie and Merri Arian

Margery Arsham
Marta I. Baez
Michael Beldotti
Benchmark Title Agency
Idie Benjamin
Robert J. Berlin
Robert Bernstein
Robert J. Berson
Valerie Best
Caroline Birenbaum
Deborah Blatt
Heath Bloch
Elizabeth Block
Karen Blumenthal
Susan Blumenthal
Lisa Boillot
Scott Bookner
Jean Borsellino
Jane Boutet
Siobhan Shaughnessy Brady
Cheryl Brannan
Lois Bregstein
Christel Brellochs
Jean Marie Brescia
Heather Brumberg
Building and Realty Institute 

(BRI) of Westchester, Inc.
Donna Burr
Limarie Cabrera
Deborah Campbell Marsh, MD
Cantor Fitzgerald Relief Fund
Doris Capello
Alys Sinclair Carreau  

Memorial Fund
Wendy Carrus
Child Care Council 

of Westchester
Children's Village
Michael Clain
Eloise Clark
Cogitandum
Andrea Harris Cohen
Susie Cohen

Susan M. Coupey, MD
Creative Wonders  

Therapy Center
Constance Curran
Ellen Cutler
L. Danielle Cylich
Lila d'Adolf
Mary D'Amico
John DeAngelis
Deerfield Resources, LLC
Carol Dold
Catherine Draper
Mark Edmiston
Elias Foundation
Margot T. Elkin
Linda Ellis
Luisa Fairborne
Family Ties of

Westchester, Inc.
Jan Fisher
Alan Fleischman
Jennifer Flowers
Renee Fogarty
Susan Fong
Oddett Foreman
Myrna Forney
Foster Teen Employment 

Network
Tara Framer
Evelyn R. Frankford
Laurie Freeman
Jeanine Friedman
The Frog Rock 

Foundation
Rosalie Halsey Frost
Sue Greene Fuirst
Michael Gewitz
Vincent Gianatasio
The Office of U.S. Senator 

Kirsten Gillibrand
Claire Gilvar
Ginsburg Development 

Companies

Jeanette Gisbert
GMG Public Relations
Carol Goldberg
Amy Jo Goldman
Herman Goldman Foundation
Anthony Goldsmith
Donald Goldsmith
GOOD for Girls, Inc.
Thelma Gordon
Natalie Gorlin
Douglas C. Gould
LaRuth H. Gray
Shelley Gray
Jill Graybeal
Jody and Allen Greenbaum
Cora Greenberg
Greenwich Hospital
Carey E. Gross, MD
Janet J. Gutterman, Esq.
Anietra Guzman-Santana
Sue Y. Hahm
Raphaelle Haimowitz
Patricia Hamill
Harding Foundation
Andrea Harewood
Joanne Harper
Lottie Harris
Tenley-Ann Hawkins
Harriet G. Heineman
Her Honor Mentoring
Karen and Peter Herrero
Susan and Elliott Hershman
Peter Hess
Jenny Higgons
Jackie Hilly
Hit a Home Run  

Against Drugs
Lynne Hoffman
Barbara J. Holland
Joanne Homlish
Theresa Horvath
Hudson Road Foundation, Inc.
Hudson Valley Credit Union

� 1 �	 DaMia Harris, Pat White, 
Rep. Jamaal Bowman, 
Joanne Dunn,  
Margaret Käufer, and 
Richard Nightingale

�2 � 	 Award winners Katie 
Lobach, Tim Foley 
(Building and Realty 
Inst.), and Nicole 
Sheindlin (Her Honor 
Mentoring) with Allison 
Lake (WCA Executive 
Director)

�3 � 	 Kate Weingarten and 
Engelina Olsthoorn 
with Allison Lake

SPRING BENEFIT
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Impact Advancement
Alexander Ingram
Jay Izes
Laura Jaffe
JCCA
The Jandon Foundation
Clarissa Jones-Edwards
Alice Joselow
Terry Joyner
Rosalthea M. Judd  

Charitable Trust 
Emily and Paul Kandel
Jill Kaplin
Judy Katz
Margaret Kaufer
James Kaufman
John Kaufman
Susan Kaufman
Iris H. Kazin
Leona Kern
Anika Khan
Valerie Kibrick Ryan
Alison Kibrick
Kerry King
Karen Loucks Klein
The Ruth and Seymour Klein 

Foundation, Inc.
Michele Kling
Sika Kodzi
Fallyn Krasnow
Freya Krasnow
Maris and Jesse Krasnow
Robert Krasnow
Thomas M. Kyle
Allison and Terence Lake
Karyn Lee
Caitlin Leon
Amy Levere
Nancy B. Levin
Sara Levine
Catherine Lin

The Links Incorporated, 
Greater Hudson Valley 
(NY) Chapter

Susan Liu
Katherine S. Lobach Kaufman
Otoniel Lopez
Martha Lowery
Tina Ludwig
Phyllis Lusskin
Douglas Maass
Damon Maher
Michele Marsh
Sen. Shelley Mayer
Tuesday Paige McDonald
Fraser M. McKee
Brigette McLeod-Williams
Jennifer Mebes Flagg
Raina Mehlman
Metis Associates
Mental Health Association  

of Westchester
Regina Mignogna
Phillip Miller
Mark H. Minter
Christopher Missett
Patrick Monninger
Dorothy Moore
Linda Morey
Mount Vernon Youth Bureau
Louise De Vel Muller
Vincent Mutarelli
My Sister's Place
Daniel Naccarella
NAMI Westchester, Inc.
Beth and Ira Nash
Neighbors Link
Network for Good
New York Hospitality Group
Barney and Carrie Newman
New York State American 

Academy of Pediatrics 
Shannon O'Brien
Open Door Foundation

Margery and Larry Orell
Mary O'Shaughnessy
Margaret O'Sullivan
Cynthia Parker Landis
Paige Parks
Alison Paul
Peekskill Youth Bureau
Damali Peterman
Dominick and Jennifer 

Petramale
Nancy Petschek-Kohn
Katie Pfeifer
Pilzer Foundation, Inc.
Pitney Bowes
Port Chester-Rye Council 

of Community Services 
Andrew and Andrea Potash
Victoria Presser
Prevent Child Abuse  

New York
Josh Prywes
Deborah Quarless
Lucila Quintana
Jeanne and Radvany
Ann Rakoff
John and Barbara Ramsdell
Mark Rauchwerger
Gustav Rech
The Red Tulips
Regeneron  

Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Lynn Reichgott
Gwynne Reiley
Mitchell A. Reuben
Lillian Reynolds
June Richey
Jessica Rieder, MD
Judith Rieger
Merritt Ringer
Joan and Seth Rosen
Diane Rosenthal
Mathilde Rothwell
Gail Rubenstein Sider

Thank you to our generous donors!
Lutonya Russell-Humes
Stefano and Debra Safaei
Paula and Paul Santa-Donato
Scott Schecter
Schuyler Center for Analysis 

and Advocacy
Martha and David S. Schwartz
Barbara W. Schwarz
Joan Seipel
Susan Sekulow
Mary Lou Sgro
Stefanie Shabman
Michael and Helene Shapiro
Swati Sharma
Shmerler Foundation Inc.
Elana Shneyer
Francine Shorts
Jeffrey and Sharon Silver
Ann Rose Simon
Sister to Sister International
Susan Smidinger Brown
Suzanne J. Smith
Donna D. Soldwedel
Joe Solimine
Southern Westchester BOCES
Spencer-Adams, Inc.
John V. Spilsbury
Spiral Giving
St. Faith's House Foundation
Karen St. Vil
Allison Stabile
Rachel Stark
Lori Stephens
David Stevens
Elisabeth Steward
Sen. Andrea Stewart-Cousins
Evelyn Stock
Pamela Dwyer Stockton
The Philip and Lynn Straus 

Foundation, Inc.
Strypemonde Foundation
Student Advocacy
Student Assistance  

Services Corp.

�3 � 	 Dep. Comm'r John Befus, 
Leg. Jewel Williams 
Johnson, and Allison Lake

� 1 �	 Sydney Moraitis, Limarie 
Cabrera, and Prof. Gina 
Scutelnicu-Todoran

�2 �	 Top: Leg. Colin Smith, 
Walter Rendon, Leg. 
MaryJane Shimsky, 
Allison Lake, Sydney 
Moraitis, and Raphael 
Ceara; Bottom: Patricia 
Brigham, Limarie Cabrera, 
and Margaret Käufer

DIGITAL ACCESS SURVEY 
RELEASE

HOPE QUILT REVEAL
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We made every effort to ensure 
this list accurately reflects all 2022 
donors. If your name has been 
omitted or misprinted, please 
accept our sincere apologies and 
notify us at wca@wca4kids.org  
or 914.946.7676. 

Let’s work together to help Westchester’s children thrive!

Give monthly and become a WCA Defender for Children

wca4kids.org/monthly-donor

The Sud Foundation
Oren Teicher
Gail P. Telerico
Christian Templeman
Alice J. Tenney and  

Budd Wiesenberg
Judy Tenney
Thomas H. Slater Center
Beth Thompson
Kathleen Thomson
Today's Students  

Tomorrow's Teachers
Tompkins Landscaping Corp.
Anne Torell
Ricado Torres
Tow Foundation, Inc.
Marie Tracy
Shurla Tukuru
Union Bank of Switzerland (UBS)
Keith K. Umemoto
Tara Umemoto
Yukiko Ann Umemoto and  

Richard Younge, MD
Unique Movers Dance & Breaking  

Ground Dance Center
United Way of Westchester 

and Putnam
Drusilla van Hengel
Dawanna Veneable
Alexis Ventre
Francine Vernon
Volunteer New York!
Michael Von Essen

Harry and Karen Waizer
Diana Walker Steers
Jake Walsh
Kareen Walsh
Allaire Warner
Elizabeth A. Warner
Janet Warwick
Kate and Seymour Weingarten
Jay Weissbrot, MD
Adrienne Weiss-Harrison, MD and 

Andrew M Harrison
Greg Werlinich
The Westchester Bank/Valley Bank
The Westchester County 

Association, Inc.
Westchester County Board 

of Legislators
Westchester County Dept 

of Community Mental Health 
(DCMH)

Westchester County Dept 
 of Childcare and Education

Westchester Jewish  
Community Services

Westchester Library System
Westchester Residential 

Opportunities (WRO)
Westchester Women's Agenda
Westchester Women's Bar 

Association Foundation, Inc.
Westhab, Inc.
Sonia Whelan
Kerry Whelan-Megley

White Plains Hospital
White Plains Youth Bureau
Patricia D. White
Lois Whitman
Annette Wilcox
Arlene Wilcox
Bernella Wilcox
Carmel Wilcox
Jewel Williams Johnson
Frank Williams
Helen Williams
Robin and Bryan Williams
Norbert Wolloch
Germaine Wong
Martha Yergeau
Sarah E. Yergeau
Jackquelyn Young
Youth Shelter Program  

of Westchester
Shahnaz Zomorrodian Erfani, M.D. 
Connie and Art Zuckerman

Thank you to our generous donors!

� 1 �	 Dr. Kira Hudson Banks 
and Allison Lake

�2 �	 Eliza Rauchwerger

�3 �	 A question from 
the crowd

ADVOCACY BREAKFAST
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Westchester Children’s Association
470 Mamaroneck Ave., Suite 304
White Plains, NY 10605

www.wca4kids.org
wca@wca4kids.org
(914) 946-7676

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE
Ellen Adnopoz
Joanne Amorosi, CFP
Stephen Godin
Karen Herrero
Margie Orell
Dominick Petramale
Alice Tenney
Adrienne Weiss-Harrison, MD
Robin Williams

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Maris H. Krasnow, EdD, Chair
Ann Umemoto, President
Jody Greenbaum, 1st Vice President
Myrna Forney, Vice President
Harry Waizer, Treasurer
Kerry King, Secretary

STAFF
Allison Lake, Executive Director
Limarie Cabrera, Director of Data, Operations and Finance
Angel Gray, Program and Policy Manager
Karyn Lee, Outreach Manager

(Staff and Board of Directors as of December 31, 2022)

Give
Become a monthly supporter, leave a legacy gift, or make a
single gift wca4kids.org/donate

Take Action
Positive change happens when many people raise their voices
on behalf of children and youth. For easy ways to become an
advocate for children and youth, visit wca4kids.org/take-action

Stay In Touch
Keep up to date on issues affecting Westchester’s children and
youth, by completing the form at wca4kids.org/subscribe

Spread The Word
When you share social media posts, forward a petition to
friends, or invite someone to a WCA event, you’re helping 
us make sure that our children’s needs are met. 
Tag us @wca4kids.  

HOW TO SUPPPORT WCA

https://wca4kids.org/
mailto:wca@wca4kids.org
https://wca4kids.org/donate/
https://wca4kids.org/take-action
https://wca4kids.org/subscribe



