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Dear Friends,
In 2020, we endured a pandemic that was unlike any crisis any of us have seen in our lifetimes. 

All of us were forced to make quick changes to respond to the emergency and — although we suffered many  losses — we demonstrated our  
resilience and perseverance.

With your help, Westchester 
Children’s Association rallied 
its resources to ensure that the 
needs of children and youth 
were not ignored. 
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Our small but mighty staff launched a special project to address a long-standing concern 
that became more urgent as students transitioned to remote learning: the digital divide 
between students and families that have or do not have sufficient training, computer 
devices, and internet connections to learn from home. We surveyed nearly 1000 parents 
and superintendents to learn more about circumstances that made learning more 
difficult and shared the results with stakeholders. Then we created a Remote Learning 
Factsheet showing factors impeding digital access and participation in distance learning. 
In many ways, addressing access to equipment was straight forward, but inequalities of 
access to affordable internet services, technical skills, and support remain through the 
summer and beyond. WCA will continue to advocate for more permanent solutions to 
close the gap. 

The problem of insecure, inadequate, and overcrowded housing became a life or death 
concern for vulnerable children and families when we were all ordered to shelter-in-place 
and quarantine early in the year. WCA alerted the county of our concerns for families in 
overcrowded situations who are not traditionally counted as homeless and they reacted 
quickly. Temporary housing was set up at hotels to help separate families and to provide 
safe quarantines. We are all working to change policies to help overcrowded families.

We saw tremendous success with our civic engagement initiative: Project Engage. 
Although we could not come together in person, WCA convened close to 100 youth 
online in a virtual Speak Up/Speak Out where young people from around the county 
shared their concerns directly with County Executive George Latimer and other elected 
officials for Westchester County. We were also able to provide our advocacy training to 
high school students of Sleepy Hollow remotely where 90% of participants rated their 
training as “very” to “extremely” helpful. 

WCA remains committed to broader youth justice reform through the full spectrum 
of ages and settings. We will help dismantle the school-to-prison pipeline by changing 
legislation on the use of suspensions in schools. Elementary-age students need our help 
so that they are treated as the developing children that they are. Finally, we will help to 
give second chances to emerging adults 18 to 25 years old. 

We want to express our appreciation for our many supporters, donors, volunteers who 
helped us continue to protect Westchester’s children through this difficult time. We 
applaud the heroic efforts made to provide emergency services during the COVID-19 
pandemic and were glad to help provide insight into long-lasting solutions. 

Sincerely,

Allison Lake					     Ann Umemoto

WCA continued 
to protect 

Westchester's 
children through 
this difficult time.
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Our Work

	● Pivoted to respond to remote learning 
at the peak of the pandemic, we received 
1,000+ survey responses from parents 
and Superintendents on their needs and 
experiences.

	● Hosted virtual Remote Learning Town Hall 
alongside Family Ties of Westchester featuring 
parents, guardians, and state elected officials.

	● Developed a Remote Learning Agenda for 
Westchester County with stakeholders

	● Built public momentum to permanently bridge 
digital divide via our bilingual petition.

Remote Learning
Visit our website for more...

Families with Children Who Are Doing Less than OK  by Special Need Status

With Special 
Needs

No Special 
Needs

0%

100%

39%

23%

Throughout 2020, dozens 
of community partners, 

decision makers, and elected 
officials turned to WCA 
as a key player to drive 

digital access solutions for 
Westchester’s children.

Our Impact

3

WCA4KIDS.ORG 

2020 
ANNUAL 
REPORT

https://wca4kids.org/issues/remotelearning/
https://wca4kids.org/issues/remotelearning/
http://wca4kids.org


Our Work

	● Led charge in Westchester to unpack school-
age homelessness data trends by race and 
ethnicity alongside members of our Child 
& Youth Homelessness Workgroup Data 
Subcommittee.  

	● Created ‘State of Westchester 2020 Black 
Children & Youth Report’ Fact Sheet for the 
Anti-Racist Alliance and Children’s Village.

	● Conducted 'Data Done Differently' 
presentation for Ethical Society of  
Northern Westchester.

Data & Child
Homelessness

Nearly two-thirds of the more 
than 2,350 Westchester 
children who navigated 

homelessness during the  
2019-2020 school year had 

doubled-up, overcrowded 
housing situations. We 

advocated for solutions that 
recognized their unique needs 

during the pandemic.

Our Impact

Visit our website for more...

 

Design and analysis:  Westchester Children’s Association 

Limarie Cabrera with assistance from Kayla Fagan from Her Honor Mentoring 

$157,991 

$119,798 

$75,149 

MIND 
THE 
RACI AL  
FAMILY 
INCOM E  
GAP 
 
 

US Census, 2018 American Community Survey  

5 Yr Estimates, B19113 + B, H 

All Races 

Black 

HEALTHY LIVES MATTER 

 Black infants have a mortality 

rate four times greater than 

white infants. (2014-2016) 

 

Black children are five times more 

likely to be admitted to the hospital 

for asthma as compared to white children 

ages 0-17. (2012-2014) 

NYS Department of Health, https://www.health.ny.gov/statistics/community/minority/county/westchester.htm  4x 5x 

30,865 
Black Children under 18 

14,992 
Black Youth Ages 18-24 

US Census, 2018 American Community Survey,  

5 Yr Estimates, B01001B 

1.5 out of 10 people 

living in Westchester  

are black. 

HOMELESSNESS 

& RACE 

Nearly 7 out of 10 people 

considered homeless by 

the US Department of  

Housing & Urban  

Development are black. 

POPULATION: US Census, 2018 American 

Community Survey, 5 Yr Estimates, DP05 

HOMELESSNESS: US Department of Housing & 

Urban Development, (2019), 

https://files.hudexchange.info/reports/

published/CoC_PopSub_CoC_NY-604-

2019_NY_2019.pdf  

RACIAL INEQUITY FROM THE SCHOOL TO THE COURTROOM  

  
  

  
  

Black Children are 14% of 

Westchester children 

...but are 41% of public 

school children that  

receive out-of-school  

suspensions 

…and make up 56% of kids 

in the foster care system 

...and 62% of juvenile  

detentions in  

Westchester County 

US Census,  

2018 American Community Survey, 

5 Yr Estimates, S0901 

US Department of Education,  

2015-16 Civil Rights Data Collection, 

https://ocrdata.ed.gov/  

NYS Office of Children & Families,   

(2018), https://ocfs.ny.gov/main/

reports/maps/default.asp  

NYS Division of  

Criminal Justice Services, (2017) 

https://criminaljustice.ny.gov/crimnet/

ojsa/jj-reports/westchester.pdf 

14% 41% 
62% 56% 

White, Non-Hispanic 

A SEPARATE EDUCATION  

Sixty-six years after the US Supreme Court ruled that segregated schools 

were unconstitutional, black students are still facing an educational environ-

ment that delivers worse educational outcomes than their peers. 

Out-of-School 

Suspension Rate   

(2015-16) 

9% 

Black Students 

 3% All Students 

 3% Hispanic 

 1% White 

7% 

Black Females 
12% 

Black Males 

High School 

Graduation 

Rate (4 Yr) 

(August 2019) 

80% 

Black Students 

 90% All Students 

 83% Hispanic 

 96% White 

84% 

Black Females 
77% 

Black Males 

SUSPENSION: US Department of Education, 2015-16 Civil Rights Data Collection. https://ocrdata.ed.gov/  

HS GRADUATION: NY Education Department, https://data.nysed.gov/ 

Poverty Rates for  

Children Under 18 

19% 
Black Children 

 11%  All Children 

 20%  Hispanic 

 4%  White, Non-Hispanic 

US Census 2018 American Community Survey,  

5 Yr Estimates, B17001+ B, H, I 

NOTE: All US Census data can be obtained through https://data.census.gov 
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Our Work

	● Raised awareness about new voter pre-
registration laws for 16 and 17-year-olds 
and expansion of voting rights in New 
York State.

	● Convened close to 100 youth at our youth-
led, virtual ‘Speak Up Speak Out’ event 
with County Executive George Latimer and 
other county, elected officials to let them 
speak for themselves about issues they felt 
were important. 

	● Led advocacy training series with 
students at Sleepy Hollow High School 
training over 50 students on message 
development and strategies to shape 
decisions that impact their community.

Through workshops, 
resources, and events, we 

have directly empowered over 
150 youth to be more engaged 

in community decision 
making, with more than 90% 
of youth finding our training 

enjoyable and helpful.

Our Impact

Youth Development

 Engagement&
Visit our website for more...

5

WCA4KIDS.ORG 

2020 
ANNUAL 
REPORT

https://wca4kids.org/projectengage/
http://wca4kids.org


Youth
Justice

Ongoing advocacy with 
our state partners led to 
48% decrease in youth 

arrests since 2015 & 95% 
youth not in Westchester 
County Criminal Court.

Our Impact

Our Work

	● Led a Lobby Day in Albany where community 
members from Westchester County met with state 
legislators about the Solutions Not Suspensions Act 
and Raise the Age NY initiatives. 

	● Collaborated with local officials on a pandemic 
response to ensure the health and welfare of  
children in detention facilities. 

	● Hosted a virtual screening and panel discussion  
about the documentary, “Pushout: The  
Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools,” with  
insight from leaders of Westchester school  
districts and communities. 

	● Developed an advocacy training video series to help 
parents, guardians, and staff best support children in 
Westchester’s youth justice system.

Visit our website for more...
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WCA is the only organization in Westchester County, NY with  
the expertise, agility, and track record to lead our communities  
to the transformational changes our children need. 

	● Our reputation among our roughly 200 non-profit partners, legislators,  
and corporate executives inspires them to join us in our causes with confidence 
and enthusiasm. 

	● Our independence from government funding facilitates flexibility. Therefore, 
we rely completely upon donations from individuals and private foundations. 

	● Our impartiality improves our effectiveness, since the only criterion that 
influences our decision is what is in the best interest of children and youth  
of Westchester and greater New York state. 

WCA — and our children and youth — depend heavily on gifts from 
individuals. We are able to pivot and respond to changing trends  
in issues that affect children and stay the course until needed  
changes are implemented due to this financial independence. 

In 2020, we successfully held our first virtual benefit, where we reimagined all kids  
thriving despite COVID, and regardless of race or zip code. Our work on youth and  
childhood homelessness took on new meaning as we sought support for families in 
overcrowded housing during the pandemic. We spearheaded conversations about  
remote learning access so that all children could be successful during these  
stressful times. 

We would not be able to do this work without the financial  
commitment of you, our supporters. 

When we invest in kids, we invest in the future.Simply put, when THEY do better, 
WE do better. Your support is critical to our success and we are grateful for your 
donations and involvement in our work. 

Thank you for helping to make Westchester a better place to be a child.

To make a gift to WCA, go to wca4kids.org/donate
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42% 
Contributions 

$192,227

35% 
Grant 

Revenue
$163,460

21% 
Special Events

$98,203

Total Revenue 
$388,558*

11.2% 
Management

$80,700

17.4% 
Fundraising

$125,196

71.4% 
Program
$513,777

Total Expenses 
$719,673

Financial Profile for 2020

Note: A copy of the complete audited financial statement is available on the WCA website wca4kids.org. It may also be 
requested from WCA or the New York State Attorney General, Office of Charities Registration, 120 Broadway, New York, NY 
10271. Go to https://wca4kids.org/about-wca/financials/

* Investments recorded a loss of $72,721 as of 12/31/2020. 

2% 
Other
$7,389

In 2020, the short fall of revenues to expenses ($331,115) was funded from unrestricted endowment 
funds as well as the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) and an Economic Injury Disaster Loan 
(EIDL). Both the PPP and EIDL are programs designed to lessen the economic impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and are administered through the United States Small Business Administration. 
WCA has net assets (assets minus liabilities) of $2,658,175 and unrestricted assets of $433,630.
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Peter Acker
Brian Ackerman and Lael Morgan
✪ Ellen Adnopoz
Hayley Adnopoz
✪ Dana Adnopoz
✪ Kara Adnopoz
Eric Aiello
Elizabeth and Eric Alderman
Stephen and Catherine Alexander
Fran Alexander
Leslie Allen
Amazon Smile
American Women of  

African Heritage, Inc.
America's Charities
Joanne Amorosi

Kathleen Andersen
Julia Anello
Anne Anastasi Charitable 

Foundation
Ellen Anthonisen
Bobbi and Simon Baker
Bank of America Charitable 

Foundation
Allen and Nan Banks
Barhite & Holzinger, Inc.
Jeff and Lee Baynon
Beba Foundation
Maxine Bellus
✪ Leslie Berger Mendell
Robert J. and Elinor Berlin
✪ Sheila Bernson
Daniel Bernstein
Bob Berson
Caroline Birenbaum
Bruce Bleiweis
Elizabeth Block
David and Karen Blumenthal
Rachel Boniello
Jane G. Boutet
Mary Jo Bramson
Cheryl Brannan
Linda Breton
Aysenil Brittan
Carol Brown
Heather Brumberg, MD
✪ Limarie Cabrera
Cesar and Judy Callan
Deborah Campbell, MD
Cantor Fitzgerald Relief Fund
Doris Capello
Jean Carleton
Julie Carran
Alec Cecil, EdD
Judith Celano
Anne Chehebar
Children's Village
Robbin A. Churchill
Jean Cipolla
Allen and Whitney Clark
Eloise M. Clark
Debra Clay
✪ Susie Cohen

Steven and Andrea H. Cohen
✪ Chavonne Miller Collins
Donvil Collins
Ada Cooper
Barbara Croft
Patrice Cuddy 
Constance Curran
Lila G. d'Adolf
Mary Damico
Candice Davis
Alice K. Dean
Anna Decker
Luciana DeCrosta
Harry Delaney
Antonietta DiLella
Barbara Doctor
Carol Dold
Patrick and Anne Dooley
Catherine Draper
Dawn Drew
Joanne Dunn
Cecilia Echols-Cudjoe
Margot T. Elkin
Linda Ellis
Ethical Culture Society of 

Westchester
Executive Association
Luisa Fairborne
Reuben Family Fund
Kopp-Anello Family Fund
The Denormandie/Shah Fund
Schecter Family Gift Fund
Radvany Family Fund
Dawna Michelle Fields
Colgate Bright Smiles,  

Bright Futures

Jan Fisher
Louise Fletcher
Jennifer Flowers
Renee Fogarty
Rosemary Foley
Sally Ford
✪ Myrna Forney and  

Michael Boatman
Tara Framer
Evelyn Frankford
Angela Freeman
Jeanine Friedman
Michael and Judy Gewitz
Vincent Gianatasio
Joann Gilbert-Holmes
Claire Gilvar
Laurie Girsky
Gerry Goldberg
Anthony Goldsmith
Bruce and Madelon Gordon
Thelma Gordon
Douglas C. and Stephanie P. Gould
Joan Grangenois-Thomas
Shelley Gray
Jody and Allen Greenbaum
✪ Cora Greenberg
Melissa Greene
Joy Grenci
Diane Gross
Carey E. Gross, MD
Janet Gutterman, Esq
Andrew Gutterman and  

Margot Rubenstein
Cindy Haber
Sue Hahm
Kathleen Halas

We are deeply grateful to 
all our donors who make 
our work possible. 

Special thanks to those 
who are enrolled in our 
monthly giving program: 
✪ Defenders for Children.

If you would like to learn 
more about how you can 
become a defender for 
children, contact Rebekah 
Raz at rraz@wca4kids.org 
or 914.946.7676 x303

Thank you to  
our generous donors!
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Claire Hamilton
Harding Foundation
Lottie Harris
Joseph Hart
Avia Hawkins
Arielle Hawkins
Tenley-Ann Hawkins
Howard Hawkins, III
Henry and Louise Hayes
Harriet G. Heineman
Peter Heller
Herman Goldman Foundation
Elliott Hershman
Lorraine Hickey
Jenny Higgons
Jerry Silverman and Lynne 

Hoffman
Rita Annette Howard-Walker
Cheryl Hunter-Grant
Pat Hurlock
Maria Imperial 
Op4G, Inc.
✪ Alexander Ingram
David M. Irwin
Jim Isenberg
Jay and Lois Izes
Laura Jaffe
Elise James
Jamie Jensen
Chereese Jervis-Hill
Amy J. Goldman Charitable Fund
Harry and Marjorie Phillips 

Philanthropic Fund of the Jewish 
Communal Fund

Bilski Family Fund of the Jewish 
Communal Fund

Alice J. Tenney Philanthropic Fund 
of the Jewish Communal Fund

Amy T. Levere Philanthropic Fund
Sunil and Mrinal Jhangiani
Nina Jones
Joseph and Sophia Abeles 

Foundation
Terry Joyner
Lisa Kahn
Arlene Kamer
Mary Jane Karger
Iris H. Kazin
Leona Kern
Alison Kibrick
✪ Valerie Kibrick Ryan
Kerry King
Basia Kinglake
Frazierita Klasen
Karen L. Klein
Michele Kling
Daniel Korin
Fredda Kramer
Mark Kramer
Fallyn Krasnow
Freya Krasnow
Maris and Jesse Krasnow
✪ Thomas Kyle
Sara-Jo E. LaForge
Terence and Allison Lake
Sahara Lake
Markus Lake
Michael Lattari
Karyn Lee
Amy Levere
Eric Levine and Terri Simon
Daniel Lipka
Barbara C. Lippe
Mary Anne Liss
Livingston Family Foundation
Katherine S. Lobach, MD
Martha Lowery
Douglas Maass
Janet Malone
Elizabeth Mark
Michele Marsh
Wanda Matthews
Jackie McBride

Kevin and Kathleen McGrath
Marie J. McIntyre
Fraser M. McKee
✪ Jennifer Mebes
Raina Mehlman
Corinne Menn
Mark H. and Judith Minter
Dorothy Moore
Gwyneth Moore
Linda Morey
Candace Morris
Daryl Moss
Louise D. Muller
Ben Muller
Emily Muller
Elena Muller
Robert Muller
Bill and Diane Muller
David and Nancy Muller
Donna Myers
✪ Daniel Naccarella
Marcia Nackenson, MD
National Philanthropic Trust  

Wendy S. Carrus Charitable Fund
David S. and Bev Neufeld
Carrie Newman
Herbert A. Newman, MD
Michelle A. Nicholas
Peggy Nicholson
David Nirenberg
Carolyn L. Noble
Shannon O'Brien
Kathie O'Callaghan
Steven and Lucille C. Oppenheim
Margie and Larry Orell
Diane Oshin and Sidney 

Mandelbaum

Steven Otis
Bella Pace
Polly Parker
Paige Parks
Alison Paul
Dominick Petramale
Elizabeth S. Pforzheimer
Pilzer Foundation, Inc.
Isabel Platt
Amy Price
Julia Price
✪ Joshua Prywes
John Ramsdell
Rebekah Raz
Jim and Nancy Reddington
Michael and Lynn Reichgott
Gwynne Reiley
Sally Reiner
Diana Reische
Merritt Ringer
Janice Roberts
Rosalthea M. Judd Charitable Trust
Seth Rosen
Julia Rosenblum
Eric and Fran Rosenfeld
Elizabeth Rostermundt
Marty and Anne Rotberg
Robert and Amy Rothman
Mathilde Rothwell
Christine Rubin
Harvey and Judith Rubin
✪ Whitney Humes and Lutonya 

Russell-Humes
Jennifer Sabella
Emily Sachar
Sally Sachar
Stefano Safaei
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Paul and Paula Santa-Donato
Eileen Santiago
Harriet H. Savage
Merryl A. Schechtman
Peggy Schilling
Kay and Ken Schonberg
Schwab Charitable
David S. Schwartz
Jeff Schwartz
Barbara Schwarz
Joan Seipel
Susan Sekulow
Susan Seliger
Mary Lou Sgro
✪ Michael and Helene Shapiro
✪ David Sherwin
Fumiko Shiono
Shmerler Foundation, Inc.
Francine Shorts
Gail Sider
Jeffrey and Sharon Silver
Ann Rose Simon, LCSW
Norma Simon
Sister to Sister International, Inc.
The Smidinger Trust
Suzanne J. Smith

We made every effort to ensure this list accurately reflects all 2020 
donors. If your name has been omitted or misprinted, please accept our 
sincere apologies and notify Rebekah Raz at rraz@wca4kids.org  
or 914.946.7676 ext. 303. A complete list of donors can be found at 
www.wca4kids.org/publications/annual-reports/

Let’s work together to help Westchester’s children thrive!

Give monthly and become a WCA Defender for Children

wca4kids.org/monthly-donor

Merril and Hope Sobie
Joe Solimine
Spencer-Adams, Inc.
John V. Spilsbury
Allison Stabile
Kim Steers
✪ Nancy Steiner
Gerald Stern
Betsy Steward
Roy Stillman
Evelyn Stock
Kathleen Stoddart-Drucker
Lauren Streit
Martha Sud
Anne Sweazey
David and Marilyn Tawfik
Kim Taylor
Clarice Taylor
TD Charitable Foundation
Oren Teicher
Gail P. Telerico
Judy and Warren Tenney 

Foundation
Budd Weisenberg and Alice J. 

Tenney
The Elias Foundation
The Frog Rock Foundation
Westchester Community 

Foundation Linda & James  
Ellis Fund

The New York Community Trust 
Edith Carpenter Macy  
Memorial Fund

The New York Community Trust 
Alys Sinclair Carreau  
Memorial Fund

The Philip and Lynn Straus 
Foundation, Inc.

The Ruth and Seymour Klein 
Foundation, Inc.

The Sexauer Foundation
The Thursday Club
The V & L Marx Foundation
The Westchester Bank
Ruth C. Thornton
Anne Torell
Marie and Bob Tracy
Deborah Tucker
✪ Keith Umemoto
Yukiko Ann Umemoto
✪ Steve Umemoto
Drusilla Van Hengel
Lou and Alexis Ventre
Francine Vernon
Harry Waizer
Johnnie M. Walker
Keirsten Wanamaker
Nancy H. Warner
Elizabeth A. Warner
Allaire Warner
Janet Warwick
Felecia Webb Brown
Jay Weissbrot, MD

Adrienne Weiss-Harrison, MD
Greg and Kathiryn Werlinich
Lucille Werlinich
Linda A. and James H. Ellis Fund
Westchester Women's Bar 

Association Foundation, Inc.
Sonia Whelan
Kerry Whelan-Megley
Patricia D. White
Adrienne White-Faines
Arlene Wilcox
Bernella Wilcox
Carmel Wilcox
Annette Wilcox
Frank Williams
Robin Williams
Gayle and Terry Williams
Suzanne Willis
Barbara Willner
Norbert Wolloch
Germaine Wong
Sarah Yergeau
Martha Yergeau
Dianne Young
✪ Richard Younge and Yukiko 

Umemoto
Connie and Art Zuckerman
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wca4kids.org

2020 Staff
Allison Lake, Executive Director
Rebekah Raz, Director of Development
Limarie V. Cabrera, Director of Data, Operations & Finance
Onya West, Communications Manager
Josh Prywes, Program & Policy Manager

2020 Board of Directors
Maris H. Krasnow, EdD, Chair
Ann Umemoto, President
Jody Greenbaum, 1st Vice President
Myrna Forney, Vice President
Lutonya Russell-Humes, Vice President
Thomas Kyle, Treasurer
Margie Orell, Secretary

Ellen Adnopoz
Joanne Amorosi, CFP
Chavonne Collins
Tenley-Ann Hawkins
Karen Herrero
Kerry King
Romina Levy
Daniel Naccarella
Dominick Petramale
Martha Sud
Alice Tenney
Harry Waizer
Adrienne Weiss-Harrison, MD

Stay up to date on critical issues affecting 
Westchester’s children and youth! 

Follow us @wca4kids
Subscribe 	 wca4kids.org/subscribe
Email 	 wca@wca4kids.org

470 Mamaroneck Avenue, Suite 304 
White Plains, NY 10605

OUR VISION 

Every child healthy, safe, and  

prepared for life’s challenges 

OUR MISSION 

To identify children’s needs, make those needs 

known, and see that they are met

OUR WORK 

We turn data into knowledge, build a shared 

agenda, and mobilize for change

Designed by Tara Framer Design
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